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The Sixteenth Sunday  
after Pentecost 

11 AM, Sunday, September 20, 2020 

 

Setting One, LBW 

 

WELCOME 

 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 

of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But 

if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Stand/kneel 
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P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 

have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole 

heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness 

of  all your sins, in the name of the Father, and the + Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

The Entrance Rite 
 

HYMN LBW 290 There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy  LORD,  REVIVE US  

     

APOSTOLIC GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

KYRIE ...............................................................................................................Pages 57-58 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God in the Highest Pages 58-59 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Let us pray. Lord God, you call us to work in your vineyard and leave no one 

standing idle. Set us to our tasks in the work of your kingdom, and help us to 

order our lives by your wisdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

  



3 

FIRST LESSON .............................................................................. Jonah 3:10--4:11, ESV 
After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and the LORD decided to spare the 

city. Jonah objected to this and became even angrier when the LORD ordered a worm to destroy a 

plant that was providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not 

ready to forgive: You, Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but should not I be concerned about 

a hundred and twenty thousand Ninevites who do not know the difference between their right 

and left hands? 

 
 3:10When God saw what they did, 

how they turned from their evil way, 

God relented of the disaster that he 

had said he would do to them, and he 

did not do it. 

 4:1But it displeased Jonah 

exceedingly, and he was angry. 2And 

he prayed to the LORD and said, “O 

LORD, is not this what I said when I 

was yet in my country? That is why I 

made haste to flee to Tarshish; for I 

knew that you are a gracious God and 

merciful, slow to anger and abounding 

in steadfast love, and relenting from 

disaster. 3Therefore now, O LORD, 

please take my life from me, for it is 

better for me to die than to live.” 4And 

the LORD said, “Do you do well to be 

angry?” 
 5Jonah went out of the city and sat 

to the east of the city and made a booth 

for himself there. He sat under it in the 

shade, till he should see what would 

become of the city. 6Now the LORD 

God appointed a plant and made it 

come up over Jonah, that it might be a 

shade over his head, to save him from 

his discomfort. So Jonah was 

exceedingly glad because of the plant. 
7But when dawn came up the next day, 

God appointed a worm that attacked 

the plant, so that it withered. 8When 

the sun rose, God appointed a 

scorching east wind, and the sun beat 

down on the head of Jonah so that he 

was faint. And he asked that he might 

die and said, “It is better for me to die 

than to live.” 9But God said to Jonah, 

“Do you do well to be angry for the 

plant?” And he said, “Yes, I do well to 

be angry, angry enough to die.” 10And 

the LORD said, “You pity the plant, for 

which you did not labor, nor did you 

make it grow, which came into being 

in a night and perished in a night. 
11And should not I pity Nineveh, that 

great city, in which there are more than 

120,000 persons who do not know their 

right hand from their left, and also 

much cattle?”
 

A The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 145:1-8 (Read responsively, by whole verse) 
1I will exalt you, O God my King,  

 and bless your name forever and ever.  
2Every day will I bless you  

 and praise your name forever and ever.  
3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised;  

 there is no end to his greatness.  
4One generation shall praise your works to another  

 and shall declare your power.  
5I will ponder the glorious splendor of your majesty  

 and all your marvelous works.  
6They shall speak of the might of your wondrous acts,  

 and I will tell of your greatness. 
7They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness; 

 they shall sing of your righteous deeds. 
8The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 

 slow to anger and of great kindness. 
 

SECOND LESSON ................................................................. Philippians 1:21-30, ESV 
Saint Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of 

his imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to 

live lives that reflect and enhance the gospel mission. 
 

21For to me to live is Christ, and to die 

is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that 

means fruitful labor for me. Yet which 

I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard 

pressed between the two. My desire is 

to depart and be with Christ, for that is 

far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is 

more necessary on your account. 
25Convinced of this, I know that I will 

remain and continue with you all, for 

your progress and joy in the faith, 26so 

that in me you may have ample cause 

to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my 

coming to you again. 
 27Only let your manner of life be 

worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that 

whether I come and see you or am 

absent, I may hear of you that you are 

standing firm in one spirit, with one 

mind striving side by side for the faith 

of the gospel, 28and not frightened in 

anything by your opponents. This is a 

clear sign to them of their destruction, 

but of your salvation, and that from 

God. 29For it has been granted to you 

that for the sake of Christ you should 

not only believe in him but also suffer 

for his sake, 30engaged in the same 

conflict that you saw I had and now 

hear that I still have.

 

A The word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
 

ALLELUIA VERSE 

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  

 You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL ........................................................................... Matthew 20:1-16, ESV 
 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th Chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to his disciples:] 20“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a 

house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After 

agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the 

marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into 

the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will 

give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about 

the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the 

same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out 

and found others standing. And he said to 

them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 
7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 

He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 
8And when evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers 

and pay them their wages, beginning with the 

last, up to the first.’ 9And when those hired 

about the eleventh hour came, each of them 

received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first came, they thought they 

would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11And on 

receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last 

worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the 

burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, 

’Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 
14Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to 

you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you 

begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.”
 

After the reading the minister may say: "The Gospel of the Lord." 
 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON (Sit, after the invocation.) 

 

SOLO, WOV 666   Great God, Your Love Has Called Us RYBURN 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 

power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the 

dead. 
 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

 

THE PRAYERS 
 

The Liturgy of the Eucharistic Meal 
 

THE PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you.  

 Let us offer a sign of peace to our neighbors: “Peace be with you.” 

 

THE OFFERING 
 

Donate now: Donate 
 

Here are some other options for giving: Ways to Give 
 

C Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first 

given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (spoken) 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbXwpSC7kePfnTsLV_Kum8L2XHubq5Z7ap5JVmPErc4ZeYHCKCZhESjGNQmZ5B-6dx-pkfrCkJGkD7Kn3ryfCxH4=&ver=3
https://www.immanuelnyc.org/ways-to-give
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P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 

Preface for Sundays after Pentecost 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 

resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with the Church 

on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 
 

Sanctus 

C Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might: Heaven and earth are full 

of your glory. Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER I 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your 

reign. You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Through Abraham you promised to bless all nations. You rescued 

Israel, your chosen people. Through the prophets you renewed your promise; 

and, at this end of all the ages, you sent your Son, who in words and deeds 

proclaimed your kingdom and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.  
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P Therefore, gracious Father, with this bread and cup we remember the life our 

Lord offered for us. And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his 

coming in power to share with us the great and promised feast. 
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C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, the spirit of our Lord and of his 

resurrection, that we who receive the Lord’s body and blood may live to the 

praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 
 

C Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and 

unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as 

victorious Lord of all. 
 

C Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and 

glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

THE FRACTION (The Bread is broken) 
 

AGNUS DEI 

C Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

 Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 

+ Holy Communion is offered to all baptized Christians who continue in the faith of 

the Church. If you would like to receive the Eucharistic Wine, please receive the 

small glass by the top edge, trying not to touch the minister’s fingers. After 

communing, place the small glass on the tray, upright if possible. 

+ If you should desire to pray quietly before or while receiving the Holy Sacrament, as 

many Christians do, here is one of Luther’s prayers for that purpose:  
 

 Lord, it is true that I am not worthy that you should come under my roof. Yet I am in need 

and desire your help and grace. So I come with no other plea except that I have heard the 

gracious invitation to come to your altar. I am unworthy, but you have assured me I shall 

have forgiveness of all sins through your body and blood which I eat and drink in this 

sacrament. Amen, dear Lord; your Word is true. I do not doubt it. Let happen to me whatever 

you say. Amen. 
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+ If you should desire to pray quietly after receiving the Holy Communion, here is a 

possible such prayer. It is based on a prayer of St. Basil the Great (329-379):  
 

 O Master, Christ our God: I thank you for all the good things which you have bestowed upon 

me, and for this partaking of your life-giving Sacrament. And I pray: keep me, my loved ones, 

and this congregation under your protection, and in the shadow of your wings. For you are 

the Bread of Life, the Fountain of holiness, the Giver of good things, and unto you we ascribe 

glory: to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: now and ever, and unto ages of 

ages. Amen. 

 

+ If you are home during this pandemic, worshiping online with us, here is a possible 

“Prayer for Spiritual Communion” lifted up in a recent Forum Letter (May 2020). 

Forum Letter is a respected Lutheran newsletter published by the American Lutheran 

Publicity Bureau: 
 

 My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already 

there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

HYMN LBW 405 Lord of Light ABBOTT’S LEIGH 
 

DISMISSAL 

A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

+ Note on our Bible Lessons: Those which are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), are copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing 

ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Additional readings of Holy Scripture are imported from Bible Works 4.0 for 

Windows, copyright ©1998 BibleWorks LLC. 

+ NEW TO PRAYER LIST: Sean Curnyn, Charlie Beckwith (friend of Thomas Wicks), 

Olga Beloded (John Imhof’s wife), Serge Volpe (friend of Domingo Quilems), LyAsia 

and Lykelle Beltre, Susan Hermann (friend of Maria van der Merwe), Mary Ann 

Grant (Deirdre’s mother),  Ann Chomko, Rob Moss, Paul Lee, Celia Cabrera, Steven 

Chin (Priscilla O’Carroll’s brother), Luis Cartagena, John Bradosky (Bishop Emeritus 

of the NALC), David Kiehl, Ivan Sanchez (Luz Ortiz’s brother), Caroline Magnotta 

(Ruth Wendland’s granddaughter). 

 


