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“I have decided to Follow Jesus”…. Has our Call to be disciples of Jesus been something 
that we decided on our own or something that chose us?   
 
Many of you may remember the musical “Fiddler on the Roof.”  Tevya is the patriarch of 
a Jewish household that is experiencing more than it’s share of life changes and upsets.   
Perhaps you remember Tevya’s prayer to God  “ I know, I know, we are your chosen 
people- but couldn’t you choose somebody else”? 
 
Decision? OR Being chosen?  Perhaps you know the song- “I have decided to follow 
Jesus”?  You won’t find it in our Lutheran hymnbook because…well, it isn’t particularly 
Lutheran.  A decision is something we choose.  Discernment is something that God 
chooses in collaboration with us.  The story of today’s Gospel is a good example of how 
God chooses, we respond, and that is discernment.  And that is discipleship 
 
God chooses 2 sets of brothers in our  text today for some pretty life-changing adventure.   
John the Gospel writer reminds us that discipleship isn’t something that we choose:  
“You did not choose me, but I chose you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last.”  (John 
15:16).  Dietrich Bonhoeffer reminds us that discipleship and discernment aren’t some 
great achievement that we accomplish on our own, but is indeed a gift that God opens for 
each of us in our baptism.  “Come Follow Me”!  
 
I think of a man named Hans Luther, Martin’s father.  He had dreams that his illustrious 
son’s practice of law would be the means of pulling their family up form their humble 
origins.  Hans probably had dreams of his son standing before kings.  And Martin did 
stand before kings- but it was as an outlaw, not a champion.  Martin Luther didn’t decide 
to become a reformer.  God chose.  Martin responded and that is discernment, and that is 
discipleship. 
 
I think of a man named Dietrich Boenhoeffer.  I don’t think he initially decided to leave 
the comforts of academia here in New York and go back to face Hitler- a confrontation 
that eventually led to Bonhoeffer’s death.  But again, God chose.  Dietrich responded and 
that is discernment, and that is discipleship. 
 
I think of a man named Martin Luther King, whose birthday we just celebrated.  He also 
left the relative security of academia in Boston to return to his roots in the south- 
knowing that unlike the north, he would be required to sit at the back of the bus and use 
separate facilities from whites in the south.  But God chose. Martin Luther King 
responded, and that is discernment and that is discipleship. 



 
I think of woman named Mother Theresa who, again deliberately gave up a life of 
comfort and financial security to become a caretaker of the poorest of the poor.  In her 
book “Come Be My Light” she writes about how the decision wasn’t really hers.  It was 
God’s all along.  God decided.  Mother Theresa responded, and that is discernment and 
that is discipleship. 
 
I think of a seafarer named Manuel.  He told me about his call to the sea and how it was, 
as Fredreick Buechner describes vocation, a meeting of the world’s deep need and his 
deep joy.  Manuel loves the sea.  He loves knowing that his job is to be part of an effort 
to make sure that people all over the world receive the goods that they need.  He has said 
to me that he didn’t choose the job- the job chose him.  It’s a tough job.  It’s hard work, 
long hours, there are pirates and choppy seas out there and he is away from his people 
and his homeland for months at a time.  But as he says, “God doesn’t leave me back 
home… God comes with me along the way.”  Again for this seafarer, God decided. 
Manual responded, and that is discernment and that is discipleship. 
 
I think of the disciples in our Gospel text today who didn’t so much decide to follow 
Jesus as they were compelled immediately to leave everything and follow.  God decided.  
The disciples responded, and that is discernment and that is discipleship.   
 
I think of how Seafarers and International House has responded to the Call of Jesus for 
almost 140 years- not so much deciding to care for the immigrant and the seafarer but 
being compelled by the obvious need- a need that very few others see.  We “see” those 
who are in peril on the sea”.  We simply can’t help ourselves knowing that there are 
thousands of seafarers and now asylum seekers who depend on our sacred hospitality:  7 
port chaplains calling on over 1,600 ships and sharing ministry with over 16,000 
seafarers a year in ports of New Haven, CT, Port Newark in New Jersey, Philadelphia, 
and Baltimore.  Last year we housed over 30 new Americans who were released from 
detention centers awaiting being granted asylum.  In each case and in each person’s life 
we are compelled by the Call of Jesus to follow and to and fish for people.  Again God 
decided. Seafarers and International House (with your support) has responded, and that is 
discernment and that is discipleship.   
 
And I thank you, members of Immanuel, who are compelled to be disciples for the 
benefit of our seafarers and asylum seekers through your prayers, gifts of support and 
Christmas at Sea satchels.   
 
The good news is this.  God chooses us and we respond.  Like Tevye we may 
occasionally ask God to choose someone else but the point is that God hasn’t.  God has 
chosen you.  You.  Me.  You.  To engage in the world, using our gifts, to fish for people, 
to discern that intersection where our deep joy meets the world’s deep need.  Like the 
point of Jesus on the cross in the first place- the intersection of deep joy and the world’s 
deep need.   
 



Let us pray:  Lord God, you have called your servants to adventures of which we cannot 
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to out 
with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and 
your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
 
 
    
   



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


