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Genesis 18:1-15, John 16:12-15

In the Name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

It is springtime. Let us speak of love.
I begin with one of the Bible’s great epistles on love: First John. Let me lift up
a couple verses from Chapter IV of that book:

"Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God, and he who loves
is born of God and knows God. *He who does not love does not know
God; for God is love...

And then, moving ahead a few verses, we find this teaching about the nature of
God repeated and intensified:

%God is love, and he who abides in love abides in God, and God abides
in him. (1 John 4:7-8, 16, RSV)

Let us take these three little words in this passage and rejoice in them to the
utmost: “God is love.”

We live in a tough world, a fallen world, a world in which we suffer not only
Hamlet’s “slings and arrows of outrageous fortune,” but even worse, the
determined opposition of Satan. He hates us. He would destroy us. And he is a
formidable enemy. The signs of his cruel intentions usward are all around.

But in our text, St. John contemplates the old, old story of Jesus and his love
and carries his joy to the maximum limit: the apostle concludes that “God is love.”
For the apostle, it is not simply that God loves, not even that he loves very much,
but rather that he is love. He is not a mixture of love and something else. No, God
simply is love. There is not shadow of hatred or indifference in him. Every
impulse of his great soul is love. And whatever he does, whether he comforts,
exhorts, judges, even punishes, he does from love, with an aim that we should
flourish, even that we should have abundant life.

Let us take these three little words in this passage and rejoice in them as much
as we can: “God is love.” We learned this lesson in Sunday school long ago, I bet
we did! In a way, it is the most important thing we could have learned in Sunday
School: the story of Jesus means that God is love.

This 1s Trinity Sunday. I have a proposal for you about the doctrine we
celebrate today -- the high doctrine of the Holy Trinity. I urge that when thinking
about this high doctrine, it helps to begin with St. John’s rapturous claim: God is
love!



According to the doctrine of the Trinity, we believe “in one God in three
persons.” The Athanasian Creed, which summarizes centuries of Trinitarian and
Christological controversies, puts the matter this way:

We worship one God in trinity and the Trinity in unity, neither
confusing the persons nor dividing the divine being.

So, that is our teaching. That is what we confess before the world: We believe
in one God in three persons. Ahh, but how to understand that teaching? What [ am
trying to do in this sermon is to save us from an unnecessary incoherence. I mean
this: when we say that we believe in “one God in three persons,” we are not quite
saying that “we believe in one Person in three persons,” for that would make no
sense.

No, when thinking about God, I want us to stick with what St. John says about
God: God is love. Love is personal. It involves persons. In the case of our God, it
involves Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. But God is neither one of them. God is
more along the lines of their Love.

So, when thinking about our God, think of three persons sitting around a table.
Think of three persons wholly dedicated to love. Think of their every thought,
their every plan, every impulse of their hearts being directed toward love. Think of
them as individual persons, with differing contributions to their joint life of love,
and think of you and me and our whole world as their beloved!

Think of them, I say, along the lines of the three holy Visitors to Abraham and
Sarah in this morning’s Bible story (Genesis 18)

Three visitors suddenly appear to Abraham. We know from the text that the
three are somehow “the LORD.” Interestingly, Abraham addresses them in the
singular, but he faces three persons. We need not claim that the Bible is teaching
the doctrine of the Trinity here. Nonetheless, the early Church Fathers interpreted
these three holy visitors as a foreshadowing of the Holy Trinity. This story is like a
parable or a picture to help us think about God.

On the cover of this morning’s worship folder, we have a copy of Rublev’s
icon of the Holy Trinity:



In this famous icon, the LORD appears to Abraham and Sarah as three men
sitting around a table at a meal. It is a beautiful image of God. The three figures
are united in a common undertaking, with their heads tilted toward one another as
if they are in intimate conversation. Each figure is beautifully painted. They are
graceful and have a very peaceful countenance about them. You may notice that
they sit around the table on three sides leaving the side of the table that faces us
open. That is deliberate. It is meant to say to the one looking on, come and join us!
Come and sit with us and enter into our companionship. Come and break bread
with us! Come and be a part of our family!'

On Trinity Sunday, this is my theme: When thinking about God, think of the
three holy Visitors and their dealings with Abraham and Sarah.

Let’s make some quick observations:

! These notes on Rublev’s icon come from one of my wife Carol’s sermon on the Holy
Trinity.



First, these three holy visitors are not ashamed to share company with mere
human beings. Here we are, dust and ashes, in the end. Our lives are fleeting and
we are too much caught up in sin. All we like sheep have gone astray” and have
fallen short of the glory of God®. And yet, our God does not withhold himself from
humanity. As these three holy visitors are glad for the company of Abraham and
Sarah, so God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are glad for your
company.

Second, these three holy visitors are kind to Abraham and Sarah. How? They
promise, and therefore make it so, that Abraham and Sarah will have a baby. In
this way, they minister to the deepest longings of their souls.

Third, these three holy visitors rise entirely above the normal constraints on
things. Certainly it is true that Abraham and Sarah are old. In the ordinary course
of things, they are too old to have children. But the LORD is free to go beyond
that. They ask, Is anything too hard for the LORD? (Genesis 18:14, RSV)

And fourth, they are lovers of truth. Sarah laughs at the news that she will have
a baby. They gently confront her about that. She denies that she laughed, but they
simply say,

Then Sarah denied, saying, I laughed not; for she was afraid. And he
said, Nay; but thou didst laugh. (Genesis 18:15, KJV)

The only thing that is missing in this story is the cost! The thing that is not yet
revealed about our God in this story is that one of the three divine Persons shall, in
the fullness of time, be born of the Virgin Mary, take on our humanity, and die
fighting for us. Love compels him to that sacrifice. God is love.

In the early days of the Church, St. Paul preached a great sermon Athenians.
We read this in Acts 17. You might recall that St. Paul speaks respectfully to the
Greek intellectuals gathered around him. At this point they do not know the Bible,
they do not know the faith of Israel nor of the Church. Still, they are inheritors of a
wonderful tradition of philosophy, drama, and art, and they are a pious people who
have temples and altars to all kinds of gods, including an altar to what they call
“the unknown god.” St. Paul takes advantage of this idea of an “unknown god” to
teach the Athenians about the God of the Church, the Maker of heaven and earth.

The apostle begins by quoting a line from a Greek poet:

2For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of
your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring. (Acts 17:28,
KIV)

2 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the
LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6, KJV)
3 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; (Romans 3:23, KJV)



What I want on Trinity Sunday is that we take this line to heart and interpret it
in a Trinitarian way: We live and move and have our being surrounded by the love
of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.

That is why love is so important to us. That is why love rings true, as if when
we turn to love, we are at last moving toward peace. We are at last moving toward
harmony with the world.

There are many fine things to be desired in this world, including wealth,
beauty, respect, and power. But most fundamentally, we are made by a God who is
love, and therefore love is our most natural home. I believe that is what lies at the
heart of our wanting to be with a loved one when they breathe their last breath on
this earth.

My wife Carol told me about a research project in which people were asked
what they wanted most at the time of their death. They could have said, “I want a
good conscience. | want the respect of others. I want the sense that I lived my life
well.” But the actual answer was more simple. Almost everyone said, “I don’t
want to die alone.” We want our loved ones around us. Or at least we want to have
the opportunity to say good-bye to them. How often do we hear that the dying
person hung on until that special person arrived, and then they could go in peace?

We are made for love. We are make by the God of love, the God who is love.
With love we flourish and our life has meaning and purpose. We take delight in
being with the people we love.

That is why St. Augustine was able to preach his famous words in one of his
sermons on our text from First John Chapter IV, on the words “God is love.”
Augustine’s line goes this way:

Once for all, then, a short precept is given thee: Love, and do what thou
wilt: whether thou hold thy peace, through love hold thy peace; whether
thou cry out, through love cry out; whether thou correct, through love
correct; whether thou spare, through love do thou spare: let the root of
love be within, of this root can nothing spring but what is good. (St.
Augustine, Homily on 1 John IV. 4-12)

Love, then, in the manner of Jesus Christ, and do what thou wilt! Love, then, in
the manner of the Father, and do what thou wilt! And love, then, in the manner of
the Holy Spirit, and do what thou wilt. Your doing, whatever it is, will be upheld
by the God who is love, the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, to whom
belongs glory now and forever. Amen.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


