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Pastor Gregory P. Fryer 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, New York, NY 

12/24/2009, Christmas Eve 
Luke 2:1-20  

Protectors of this Child 
 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 
Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of 
the house and lineage of David:) 5To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, 
being great with child. (Luke 2:4-5, KJV) 
 

 When I was a boy, our family lived along the good, ole Choptank River, down on 
Maryland’s Eastern Shore. The Choptank is a broad and grand river as it draws near to 
the Chesapeake Bay. Upstream, at our house, it was a skinnier and more modest river, 
but it was home, sweet home for me. Back in my boyhood days, when the summer was 
hot and the river water became brackish, the Chesapeake Bay Blue Crab also came up to 
our neck of the woods and we caught ‘em by the basketsful. 
 On our back lawn in those days, we had a small statue of Mary the mother of our 
Lord. Mary overlooked the river. The priest of the little Catholic Church in Denton, 
Father Harney, had given two church statues to my father. Perhaps they were doing 
renovations in the church and no longer needed those two statues. So Father Harney 
gave them to Dad, and they are part of my image of my childhood house. 
 Mary, then, overlooked the river. And Joseph, her husband, stood on our porch and 
greeted us as we came home from school or church. I think God blessed dear old Father 
Harney with spiritual insight and sensitivity in giving that statue of Joseph to our father. 
Dad tried to be like Joseph, to be a protector of his family. He was sick with cancer and 
died young, but he used what strength and wisdom he had to help raise the family. 
 What I want to do in this sermon is to invite us to admire Mary and Joseph as 
protectors of the Christ Child and to invite you and me to join them in that kind of life. 
That is, I want to encourage you and me to join young Mary and Joseph in being 
Protectors of the Christ Child. An interesting idea, this one, that we should strive to be 
protectors of the One who protects us! 
 But before turning to those matters, I want to pause to lift up a theme from Martin 
Luther about the monastic virtues and his directing of those virtues toward family life. I 
consider this to be an important lesson for you young ones out there in the congregation 
hoping or planning to be married. I also consider it an important lesson for us grey-
haired husbands and wives as we seek to do even better in our marriages. 
 So, first, Martin Luther. Then Mary and Joseph as Protectors of the Christ Child. 
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And finally, you and me in that role too, in that holy role as Protectors of the Christ 
Child. 
 I believe that Martin Luther would have been proud of young Mary and Joseph. I 
believe that Luther made many contributions to Christian doctrine and life, but one of 
his most important and practical themes concerned the family. Luther urged that what 
are called the “monastic virtues” should not be reserved to the monks and nuns in 
monasteries and convents, but rather should be applied to all families and all homes.  
 There are four traditional monastic virtues. They are Chastity, Poverty, Obedience, 
and Stability.1 Luther sought a Christian democracy of these virtues, applying them not 
only to the monasteries, but also to the homes of the people. He taught, for example, 
that the voluntary poverty of the monk should also be practiced by the husband and by 
the wife, who train themselves to do without in hope that their little ones will have a 
chance to flourish. A husband and wife, then, should be willing to be poor that the 
family as a whole might be rich. I suspect that this notion will ring true for many of you 
parents, because you have in fact been practicing such poverty. 
 The monastic virtue of “stability” is built right into the wedding vows. In a world 
where many things change and in which it is hard to predict what tomorrow will bring, 
at least this much should be settled: that husband and wife will be true to each other. 
Together they will face what tomorrow brings. This stability is a blessing for them and 
for their children. 
 Chastity becomes a reaffirmation of the Sixth Commandment, against adultery, 
against harming our neighbor by breaking our neighbor’s heart. Chastity calls to 
husbands and wives to seek purity in their thoughts, words, and deeds when it comes to 
matters of sex. It does not exclude pleasure, but focuses such pleasure on the beloved. 
 And Obedience reaffirms the fundamental Christian belief that none of us is our 
own, but has been bought with a price2, even the precious body and blood of our Lord 
Jesus, and that we are duty-bound to glorify him with lives offered to him in obedience. 
Such obedience will be a strong blessing for our families, for the one who obeys Christ is 
not likely then to turn to hurting his or her family. 
 So, let us admire young Joseph and Mary as they care for each other and for the 
Christ Child. In the tradition of the Church, Joseph has a lovely title: he is called 
“Protector of the Holy Family.” But I think of Mary that way too. She also is a Protector 
of her family. 
 Think of these two young people on the road heading toward Bethlehem. They 
have traveled from a town called Nazareth up north, in Galilee, all the way to 

                                                
1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_vows 
2 19Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you 
have from God? You are not your own; 20you were bought with a price. So glorify God in 
your body. (1 Cor. 6:19-20, RSV) 
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Bethlehem, somewhat to the south of Jerusalem. Perhaps they walked all that way, along 
those Judean hills. It would have been nice if Mary had had a pony or a donkey to carry 
her along, since she was heavy with child, but the Bible mentions no such animal. You 
can well imagine young Joseph casting anxious glances at his bride, fearful that she 
would trip over some stone and fall, concerned whether she should start to have her 
baby before they reached shelter. He is not a doctor, but simply a carpenter. Who could 
blame this young man for worrying whether he and Mary would be up to this great 
event, the birth of a child. The birth of the Child! Would there be a nurse at hand when 
it comes time for Mary to deliver? Would there at least be another mother at hand -- 
someone who had been through what Mary was about to go through? All of these things 
were unsettled as Mary and Joseph made their way along the Judean roads. 
 These things were bound to be frightening for a young couple, yet Joseph remained 
at the side of Mary and the Christ Child in her womb. He did not run off. He did not 
abandon her. He was stable. When his wife was near the time of birth, he was not out 
gallivanting around. When they traveled to Bethlehem, they arrived together. He did 
not stop at some tavern and send her on ahead. No, he remained with her. They faced 
together the inability of the innkeeper to give them a room. They faced together their 
weary walk in the nighttime out to the stable, where there was no bed for them, no 
doctor or nurse on call, no more time, for the time was fulfilled:  
 

6And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that 
she should be delivered. 7And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there 
was no room for them in the inn. (Luke 2:6-7, KJV) 

 
 Later on in this story, we will find Mary and Joseph continuing to protect the 
Christ Child. When she was pregnant, Mary sheltered the Christ Child with her body, 
accepting the risks that all mothers face in pregnancy. Now, think of Mary and Joseph 
gathering up baby Jesus and taking him down to Egypt. They have learned that King 
Herod means to kill the Christ Child. It is an awful thing to have the king as your 
enemy, but no matter, they are determined to protect the Child. That could not have 
been easy, to have left behind family and kin, to have traveled along roads sometimes 
troubled by robbers and sometimes brutal weather, to have settled in a foreign land 
where you did not even speak the language. None of that sounds fun, but all of it is 
compatible with protecting the family and with loving and cherishing that one who has 
won your heart. Joseph and Mary walk together, and thereby prove themselves worthy 
of the title I would give them: Protectors of the Holy Family.  
 And now I close this Christmas sermon with a few thoughts about you and me as 
Protectors of the Christ Child. 
 At first, we might think it unnecessary to protect this Child, since, after all, he has 
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grown up, suffered, died, overcome death, and is now installed as King of Kings and 
everlasting Lord of all the universe. And all of that is true. Yet, we must not forget his 
method. He forever remains the Man of the Cross. His heart is still tender and his love 
for others is so intense that he suffers too when they suffer. 
 Think of that closing image of Jesus in the Bible. Though Jesus is King of Kings and 
Almighty Lord of all creation, how does he stand there at the door of your life? Does he 
hammer on the door? Does he cast a lightning bolt at it? Does he send mighty winds to 
knock that door down? No, he stands there and simply knocks. Listen to the Bible’s 
description of it. Listen to the hope in his voice as he speaks to you: 
 

20Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open 
the door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me. 
(Revelation 3:20, NRSV) 

 
If Jesus had wanted slaves as followers, he could easily have made you a slave. But he did 
not. He made you a free man, a free woman, a free boy, a free girl. He would be awfully 
glad if you would not leave him standing out in the cold of your life. He would awfully 
glad to find a place in your life and for you to give him some protection. 
 Think, then, of his intervention in the life of Saul, the persecutor of the early 
Church. Do not imagine his words to be calm and untroubled. Imagine them instead to 
be heartbroken, desperate words. He is troubled because he himself is suffering through 
Saul’s persecution of others: 
 

4And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why 
persecutest thou me? (Acts 9:4, KJV) 

 
 Put a similar emphasis on the great judgment scene in the Twenty-fifth Chapter of 
St. Matthew. Jesus is teaching a lesson that is hard to take in. It is hard both for the 
righteous and for the unrighteous. Jesus is explaining to them that in neglecting the 
poor, the hungry, and the lonely, they were neglecting him: 
 

42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no 
drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not 
clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will 
answer, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked 
or sick or in prison, and did not minister to thee?’ 45Then he will answer 
them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you 
did it not to me.’ (Matthew 25:42-45, RSV) 

 
 Finally, think of the Cross, think of that awesome final scene when the sufferings 
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that began in his birth in a stable culminate in his death on the Cross. In St. John’s 
telling of the passion story, with his dying breath Jesus was trying to protect people, and 
so, he entrusts his mother, Mary, to his disciple, John: 
 

26When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, whom 
he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! 27Then saith he 
to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took 
her unto his own home. (John 19:26-27, KJV) 

 
 In the traditional, spiritual interpretation of this scene, Mary represents the Church 
and John represents you, the disciples of Jesus through all the ages. But when we ponder 
that this dying Jesus identifies so deeply with both you and the Church that to harm 
either is to harm him, then I say, let’s do no such thing. Let us not be the ones who harm 
the Christ Child by injuring his Church or his people. Rather, let us be the Protectors of 
this One who has paid everything to protect us, even Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom 
belongs the glory, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


