
Immanuel Messenger 
Immanuel Lutheran Church 

122 East 88th Street  New York, NY 10128 
 

Eighty-eighth Street and Lexington Avenue, Manhattan 
www.immanuelnyc.org 

 
The Rev. Gregory P. Fryer, Pastor (212) 289-8128, church phone 
Email: gpfryer@gmail.com (212) 828-3665, church fax 

 

 
March 2012 

A Word from the Pastor 
 

Lent Series 2012 
 

Stunning Sins and Vast Forgivenesses 
 

 
 

For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto all 
them that call upon thee. (Psalm 86:5, KJV)  

 
DATE BIBLE STORY TEXT 

February 29 The Fall of Adam and Eve Genesis 3:1-24 
March 7 Cain and Abel Genesis 4:1-16 
March 14 Jacob Deceives His Poor Old Father Genesis 27:1-41 
March 21 Joseph and His Brothers Genesis 37:1-35 
March 28 David and Bathsheba 2 Samuel 11:1-27 
April 4 (Holy 
Wednesday) 

Peter Denies Our Lord Luke 22:54-62 

 
(Continued, next page) 
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riginally I had planned a Lent Series for this year on “David: Shepherd, 
King, Poet, Sinner.” But I think I will file that idea till next year or maybe 
some year after that. I was led to this shift by a Vespers Bible reading at this 

winter’s recent “St. Gregory of Nazianzus Retreat.” Year by year, Carol and I try 
to go to that retreat with old-time friends from our seminary days. This particular 
reading was about Jacob’s deceit of his elderly, blind father, Isaac. The poor, old 
man! The deceit was initiated by Isaac’s wife, Rebekah. I knew the story, but this 
reading aloud during Vespers strongly affected me. “What an appalling story this 
is,” I thought to myself. But, then, even appalling sins can be forgiven by our God 
and used as building blocks for his coming Kingdom. 
 Sin is a setback for humanity. Each time we yield to sin, we work against God 
and his good intentions for the world. That does not mean the Lord cannot forgive 
sin and get things back on track. Still, sin is a setback for us. All sin is bad, and yet 
some sins seem outrageous. They are extraordinary and deep. This Lent Series 
explores some of them. No all. There are other Biblical sins awaiting to be 
considered, including the sin of Potiphar’s wife against Joseph, Herod’s massacre 
of the innocents, the woman caught in adultery, Judas’s betrayal of our Lord, and 
Pilate’s unjust execution of Jesus. Maybe next year I should do Part II of 
“Stunning Sins and Vast Forgivenesses.” These stories of sin are human, 
passionate, and in the end, encouraging revelations of the goodness of the Lord. 
 It is a good old-fashioned Lenten discipline to try to increase worship during 
this holy season. Please count these 6:30 p.m. Wednesday liturgies among your 
Lent opportunities. 
 

 In Christ, 

 
Pastor Gregory P. Fryer 

 

 
Update on Our Church Roof Fund 

Three-year Campaign Goal: $350,000 
 

ur Roof Fund campaign began April 25, 2010, and so we are approaching the 
end of our second year, with still a couple months to go. Counting the $50,000 

initial gift that launched our campaign, our current receipts are $276,328 (as of 
2/29/2012). That is about 79% of our goal, which is good considering that we are 
not yet two-thirds of our way through the campaign.  
 On a lovely, clear day this mid-February, roof specialists conducted a survey of 
our roof, gutters, and steeple. It was a productive day, and our Roof Committee is 
eager to study the results of the survey. God willing, we will begin construction 
this summer, 2012. 

 
 

O 

O 
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Daylight Saving Time – Fall back; Spring ahead! 
Saturday, March 10, 2012 

 
Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead one hour on Saturday night, March 10th. 
Alas, we lose an hour of sleep that Sunday morning, so let’s prepare ourselves to 
dash off to church then. 

 
An Elevator Speech 

Some Thoughts from Pastor Fryer 
 

 Recently an interesting question was asked by one of our members: If we had 
to give an “elevator speech” on our congregation’s mission, what would it be? 
That is, if we had the chance to speak a few brief words about our mission -- say, 
while we are in an elevator talking to a neighbor -- what could we say? 
 For me, that little speech would speak of God’s Word. As far as I can figure, 
we do not really have an option here. Our mission is specified by dominical 
command: 
 

18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the 
age.” (Matthew 28:18-20, RSV) 

 
 Furthermore, our Lutheran Confessions teach us that the very heart of the 
church is the pure proclamation of God’s Word and Sacraments: 
 

It is also taught that at all times there must be and remain one holy, 
Christian church. It is the assembly of all believers among whom the 
gospel is purely preached and the holy sacraments are administered 
according to the gospel. (Augsburg Confession VII) 

 
 As for me, I very much like the way our little group discussing the elevator 
speech put it: 
 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church will proclaim the Word of God, 
Biblically and confessionally, creating and sustaining faith on 
Earth. 
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 One of the glorious things about Immanuel Lutheran Church is that the 
centrality of God’s Word is not just an idea here, but is in fact the principle that 
makes sense of us. That is what we are about: teaching, proclaiming, baptizing, 
singing, praying, encouraging one another, doing what we can to keep faith alive 
on earth and in our city. There are many good things that need to be done in the 
world, including medical, social, literary, and artistic goods, along with the goods 
connected with peace and security for the people. But this is our good: to create 
and sustain faith on earth. This is our heart, our compass heading, our shepherd, 
our rod and our staff to organize and guide all we do here at Immanuel: we want to 
create and sustain faith on earth through God’s Word. And I think we are doing a 
good job at it. I pray it will ever be so with us. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Gregory P. Fryer 

 
 

Midtown Concerts 
 

The March schedule for Midtown Concerts follows. Concerts will continue 
each Wednesday through the end of May. As always, the concerts are completely 
free and last approximately 35 minutes. Please tell your friends! Information on 
Midtown Concerts online is available at www.midtownconcerts.org.  
 
MARCH 7 
Amy Bartram/Ekko Jennings Duo 
Songs from 17th-century England by 
Lanier, Lawes and Wilson 
 
MARCH 14 
Matthew Hall, harpsichord 
English Suite No. 3 in G minor and 
Toccata in D major by J. S. Bach 
 

MARCH 21 
Barbara Hollinshead/Howard Bass Duo 
Airs de Cours – Continuing from last 
season, more early French songs of 
love and loss 
 
MARCH 28 
Waits Trio: Music by Marin Marais and 
Antoine Forqueray 
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ARTEK Chamber Music Concert in April 
 

ARTEK will present one more Thursday evening chamber music concert at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church this season. The next concert will also feature Director 
Gwendolyn Toth’s newly restored antique fortepiano from the late 18th century.  
 
 

Thursday, April 19, 2012, at 8 p.m. Gwendolyn Toth (fortepiano), Enrico Gatti (violin, 
Italy) and Laura Heimes (soprano) play Mozart and Haydn sonatas and songs. 
 
 

 Although tickets for these concerts normally cost $25, ARTEK has set aside 100 
free tickets for members of Immanuel Lutheran Church. These tickets are available 
right now from Parish Secretary Karen Rombey in the church office for pickup by 
members, or directly from Music Director Gwendolyn Toth after services on Sundays. 
 
 

Some scenes from Our Recent  
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

 

 
 

(Continued, next page) 
 



 6

 
 

 
 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


